4. Blood pressure may be reduced temporarily by vaso-dilator drugs, but it is very difficult to produce a permanent lowering except in the presence of a weak heart.
If by the administration of drugs peripheral resistance be modified in presence of a strongly acting ventricle, the pressure wrill be maintained by the heart; but if the ventricle be weak the blood pressure will fall, with a simultaneous increase in the pulse-rate, due to inadequate efforts on the part of the heart to maintain the pressure, and this will conduce neither to the patient's comfort nor safety. 
